
THE CHINESE KNOT

Since the prac,ce, a.tudes and principles around supers,,ons vary a lot from one 

culture to the other, one can easily make unlucky mistakes when travelling in different 

countries. During a Sunday a>ernoon I was hoping to learn how to make several differ‐

ent tradi,onal Chinese knots just by asking people I met.

The Chinese ornamental knot is a very popular decora,on and it represents many 

auspicious meanings, such as friendship, wealth, happiness, harmony and reunion. The 

knots are o>en used as gi>s or ornaments to express good wishes, including prosper‐

ity, love and the absence of evil.

I thought that in pursuit of favorable things, this art form and skill had been handed 

down from genera,on to genera,on as a folk handicra> with a long history and pro‐

found cultural connota,on.

But, nobody knew how to make knots. The experiment ended in one big confusion and 

disorder.
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